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Comments on Dock~t 92-2~5RE:

Dear Commissioners,

The interests of pUblic safety demand that implementation of the
Docket be delayed until the year 2004 to allow for a more
reasonable period to budget for the change. The new rules will
have a major impact on rural communities throughout Oregon,
especially to those in poor radio terrain.

Currently most public safety communications are high band (150
MHz) because, with adequate power, these frequencies have terrain
characteristics allowing superior communications when compared to
other higher frequencies. Eliminating the high power
capabilities will require the addition of mUltiple new mountain
top sites to approximate the same coverage currently available.

Under the proposed rule change, the addition of any new
mountaintop sites will also have to meet the new band width
requirements (6.25 kHz). Not only does the industry not yet
manufacture equipment capable of meeting these requirements, but
it is also not possible to retrofit existing radios in the field
to meet the new standard.

If a new mountaintop site were constructed, the new mobiles would
then be compatible with the existing mountaintop radios so they
too would have to be changed at that time, along with all other
handheld, dispatch and base radios associated with the system.
The end result is a whole new radio system all at once conforming
to the new standards. The costs involved would be astronomical
and unattainable without a reasonable time frame.

The alternatives of either discontinuing services to remote areas
or accepting the risks of compromising the safety of emergency
response personnel are wholly unacceptable. Unless this Docket
is rejected or postponed, the new rules would place rural are••
in the unfortunate position of either sacrificing pUblic safety
or violating FCC rules.

sincerely,

~~~
President, OEMA


